Brooklyn Summer Science Guide:
Tree Detectives

Explore; Obsenver Waonaer:




Brooklyn is chock full of nature—yes, even in the city! This guide is designed for families
with children ages 2-10 (and teachers!) to discover science through outdoor play and
exploration. Activities are organized by theme and include quick facts, things to look for,
and easy science investigations.

Have questions, comments, feedback, or pictures to share? Email us at
KiddieScience@gmail.com and tag us in your explorations!
@KiddieScience #BrooklynSummerScience

Tree Detectives: Exploring Brooklyn’s Trees

Trees are everywhere in Brooklyn—on sidewalks, in playgrounds, and in parks. This week,
become a Tree Detective! Use your eyes, hands, and science thinking cap to explore what
makes each tree unique.

@%‘KOLO What to Look for use your senses to observe:
] % Leaf shapes (Are they round? Pointy? Smooth?)

@ Seeds or fruits (Helicopter seeds, acorns, nuts)

W Bark textures (Smooth, flaky, bumpy?)

¥ Colors and patterns

Science In Action!
. Leaf Rubbing: Place a leaf under paper and rub with a crayon to see its

details.
“ Shadow Tracker: Find a tree in the morning and again later—measure its

shadow with your feet or a stick. What changed?
’ Ginkgo

Fan-shaped leaves, smells weird in fall

Tree ID Challenge

/ London Plane Tree
4 Peeling bark, wide leaves

Maple

Oak ’ Vi
Lobed leaves, acorns  *- / Pomted leaves, “helicopter” seeds



Y Pick Your Science Activity!

v -
\/ Leaf Match & Draw Tree Journal
(Age 2to b) (Age 6 t0 10)
Find leaves that match the ones below. Find your favorite tree in the neighborhood and write
Then draw your own! about it!

Tree of H
eeotneal Tree Name (if you know it):

Pin Oak <
Where it lives:
| Leaf description:
Black Locust
Norway Maple ’

c

Bark texture:

c Any fruit, flowers, or seeds?

C This tree reminds me of

Draw a leaf of your own!
What will you call it?

Sketch the tree and one of its leaves:
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